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Pokhara or Kathmandu?

Pokhara or Kathmandu? Is it the question dwelling in your mind after planning your trip to Nepal
with your loved ones? Then no need to worry. This blog will provide information about what you
will see in Kathmandu and Pokhara, their surroundings, comparisons between Kathmandu and
Pokhara, and many more to help ease your decision-making.

Pokhara Overview

For anyone wishing to experience Nepal’s natural beauty and culture, Pokhara ranks highly on
the list of “must-visit” locations there. It is 200 kilometers west of Kathmandu, the country’s
capital. It is Nepal's second-largest city after Kathmandu and the entryway to the Annapurna
mountain range.
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Due to its breathtaking natural beauty and closeness to the Himalayas, Pokhara is a well-liked
tourist destination in Nepal. The city is located alongside Phewa Lake, which provides sweeping
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views of the Annapurna mountain range. Boating and fishing are other popular activities on the
lake. Trekking, paragliding, and mountain biking are just a few outdoor pursuits tourists can
enjoy while in Pokhara.

The city is renowned for its thriving nightlife, with various clubs and eateries serving local and
ethnic cuisine. Pokhara’s serene beauty has inspired many travel writers as well. There are
snow-capped mountains in the background, turquoise lakes, and lush vegetation that make it
known as “the jewel in the Himalayas.”

Kathmandu Overview

Kathmandu is a vibrant city and the capital of Nepal, making it a popular destination for tourists

to stay while on holiday. It is situated on the lap of the four prominent hills: Shivapuri, Phulchoki,
Nagarjun, and Chandragiri. A mixture of views, audio, and scents can soon cause nervousness
for some people when they walk off an airplane in Kathmandu.
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Kathmandu can be an exciting, wonderful, and challenging place, whether navigating around
Kathmandu with a guide in the Thamel tourist area or heading through the congested streets of
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the old town in a rickshaw while marveling at the ancient holy sites.

Travelers can explore various cultural, religious, and adventure opportunities in Kathmandu. In
addition, Kathmandu is a cultural hub with lively streets, colorful markets, and various eateries
providing mouthwatering Nepalese food.

Top Attractions Of Pokhara

Nepal's Pokhara is a stunning city. Due to its breathtaking natural beauty, it has become a
tourist attraction over time. Take some time to check out the following sights if you're in
Pokhara:

1. Phewa Lake:

This magnificent lake provides breathtaking views of the Annapurna mountain range. Visitors
can admire the picturesque beauty of the surrounding hills while enjoying a boat ride on the
lake.

2. World Peace Pagoda:
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The World Peace Pagoda is a Buddhist stupa on a hill. Phewa Lake and nearby mountains are
visible from this area. It's a beautiful location for meditation and tranquillity.

3. Sarangkot:

At an elevation of 1600 meters, Sarangkot is a beautiful hilltop in Pokhara. It gives breathtaking
views of the Annapurna mountain range during dawn and dusk. Moreover, it provides fantastic
vistas of the Himalayas, including Machhapuchre, Annapurna, and Dhaulagiri. Here, tourists can
try zip-lining, paragliding, and hiking.

4. Davis Falls:

Davis Falls is a well-known waterfall in Pokhara that offers visitors a distinctive experience. The
waterfall is named to honor a Swiss woman who died while swimming in the lake below the falls.
5. Mahendra Cave:

Mahendra Cave is a limestone cave that was formed naturally. For cave diving enthusiasts, it's
a popular getaway.

6. Beghas Lake:
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Pokhara’s Begnas Lake offers a tranquil environment to visitors. It's a beautiful location for
boating, swimming, and relaxation.

7. International Mountain Museum:

Climbers and mountaineers should make a point of visiting the International Mountain Museum.
It gives a beautiful summary of mountaineering not just in Nepal but in many other nations as
well. Also, it explains the indigenous peoples and their civilizations.

It highlights the Himalayas’ history, culture, and nature. Here, you may see a close-up
perspective of practically anything, including equipment used by mountain climbers and
photography.

8. Gurkha Memorial Museum:

The Gurkha Memorial Museum highlights the background and culture of the Gurkha military.
This museum exhibits various historical military artifacts, including firearms, rifles, uniforms,
Gurkha knives, and images of the locations where the Gurkha soldiers served. Gurkha soldiers’
courage and sacrifice are well represented in this museum.

9. Bindabasini Temple:
One of the most well-known temples in Pokhara is the Bindabasini Temple, which is devoted to

the goddess Durga. Tourists like this temple location for the surrounding landscape, which
includes the mountain view and the skyline of Pokhara.

Top Attractions Of Kathmandu
In Kathmandu, you can visit the following places:

1. Pashupatinath Temple:
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Pagoda-style temples are typical in Nepal. And Pashupatinath Temple is the best location to
view the pagoda-style temple. Pashupatinath temple is the main Hindu Shiva temple in Nepal.
Like every Hindu temple, there are numerous smaller temples around the main structure where
visitors can stroll and offer prayers.

2. Swayambhunath Stupa:
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The Swayambhunath Stupa provides sweeping views of the city from its hilltop location. The
Swayambhunath temple is regarded as one of the most sacred places in the nation and is a
significant place of pilgrimage for Buddhists. The stupa is made of a dome-shaped, glisteningly
gold-plated building embellished with elaborate carvings and vibrant prayer flags.

3. Boudhanath Stupa:

Boudhanath Stupa is a well-known Buddhist pilgrimage destination in the center of
Kathmandu’s Tibetan neighborhood. The stupa is enormous, with prayer flags extending from
the other structures. Amid the hectic K-town lifestyle, it is a peaceful, tranquil area.

4. Kathmandu Durbar Square:

Kathmandu Durbar Square is a “don’t miss” attraction in Kathmandu. Until the 19th century, it
served as a royal palace that consisted of palaces, temples, and courtyards. The square is a
famous tourist destination for its traditional architecture and intricate wooden carvings.

5. Patan Durbar Square:
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Patan Durbar Square contains palaces, temples, and courtyards. It is renowned for its beautiful
craftsmanship and traditional Newari architecture. There are magnificent examples of traditional
architecture, like four stupas constructed by the Buddhist Monarch Ashoka and many Hindu and
Buddhist temples and shrines.

6. Thamel:

Thamel is Kathmandu’s leading tourist destination. Hotels, bars, restaurants, tourist agencies,
clubs, ATMs, and stores selling anything from winter apparel and local handicrafts to camping,
hiking, and mountaineering gear are all located here. This location is humming with activity from
mid-morning until very late at night. The majority of foreign visitors go to Thamel. It's an
excellent spot to explore the local culture, taste some local cuisine, and buy souvenirs.

7. Narayanhiti Palace Museum:
Up until 2008, Narayanhiti Palace served as the residence of the Nepalese king. It is now a

museum that presents the past and present of the royal family of Nepal. Visitors can peek at the
monarchs’ daily lives, personal interests, and more in various rooms throughout the palace.

Are You More Likely To Visit Pokhara Or Kathmandu

The two cities, Pokhara and Kathmandu, are very distinct. Both provide thrilling excursions and
well-known locations to explore. But the best city for your trip to Nepal depends mainly on the
kind of experience you’re searching for.

Comparison Between Pokhara Or Kathmandu

1. Weather: Pokhara has a more temperate environment than Kathmandu, with lower pollution
and mild temperatures.
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2. Tourist Attractions: Pokhara is renowned for its natural beauty, which includes lakes,
mountains, and waterfalls, whereas Kathmandu is renowned for its historical and cultural
landmarks, including temples and palaces.

3. Accommodation: Both towns provide various lodging options, from cheap guesthouses to
expensive hotels, although Kathmandu offers a broader range.

4. Food: There are many dining options available in both towns, including Nepalese, Indian,
and Western cuisine. However, Kathmandu has a more excellent selection of foreign cuisine.

5. Shopping: Compared to Pokhara, Kathmandu has a wider variety of stores, including
markets and shopping centers.

6. Nightlife: Pokhara is more relaxed than Kathmandu, with fewer bars and clubs.

7. General Atmosphere: While Kathmandu can occasionally be crowded and noisy, Pokhara is
renowned for its relaxed and calm vibe.

Good and Bad Aspects of Pokhara
Good Aspects
1. There are many lakes in Pokhara, including Phewa Lake, where boating and other
leisure activities are available.
2. Pokhara is known for its adventure activities, including paragliding, bungee jumping, and
rafting.
3. Pokhara is a lot more tranquil than Kathmandu.
4. The city, the surrounding area, and the air are all clean.
5. Trekking paths are easily accessible from Pokhara.
Bad Aspects
1. During the busiest times of the year, Pokhara can be highly busy, making it challenging

to obtain lodging.
2. It rains a lot in Pokhara during the monsoon season.

Good and Bad Aspects of Kathmandu
Good Aspects

1. Kathmandu is a dynamic and lively city since it fuses numerous ethnic groups, cultures,
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and faiths.

2. It has numerous historical landmarks, including the well-known Kathmandu Durbar
Square.

3. Kathmandu is renowned for its delightful cuisine with a wide selection of traditional
Nepali foods, including momos, dal bhat tarkari, and Newari cuisine.

Bad Aspects

1. With severe levels of air pollution, Kathmandu is among the most polluted cities in the
world.

2. Traffic congestion in the city is terrible, especially during rush hour.

3. The city is crowded with people.

4. In the city, trash and waste are scattered everywhere.

Conclusion

Although both Pokhara and Kathmandu have distinctive allures and attractions, the choice
ultimately comes down to what you hope to get from your trip to Nepal. Pokhara is a great
option for a peaceful retreat surrounded by outdoor activities. Kathmandu might be a better
choice if you're interested in history and culture and visiting a busy city. This blog may assist if
you've been deciding on Pokhara or Kathmandu for a while.
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