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Nagarkot Sunrise and Bhaktapur UNESCO Tour from Kathmandu

Nagarkot and Bhaktapur Tour: Overview & Introduction

Welcome to the Nagarkot and Bhaktapur Tour, a premier day trip blending natural mountain
scenery with rich medieval heritage. Situated just 36 kilometers east of Kathmandu at an
elevation of 2,165 meters, Nagarkot is famous for its crisp alpine air and dramatic Himalayan
vantage points. Specifically, this journey captures early morning mountain vistas before
descending into the historic city of Bhaktapur. To plan your visit effectively, therefore, you can
check official travel advice on the Nepal Tourism Board. Additionally, if you wish to extend
your holiday across the region, then explore our popular 7 Days Nepal Tour.

 

Panoramic Himalayan Vistas from Nagarkot

During the Nagarkot and Bhaktapur Tour, guests gather at the hilltop view tower to watch the
morning sun light up the snow-capped peaks. Remarkably, eight of Nepal’s thirteen Himalayan
ranges—including Everest, Annapurna, Manaslu, Langtang, and Jugal—are visible on clear days. 
Furthermore, sweeping views across the green Kathmandu Valley and Shivapuri National Park
make this an unforgettable natural retreat.

Discovering Medieval Art in Bhaktapur Durbar Square

After taking in the mountain panoramas, the tour moves to Bhaktapur Durbar Square, a living
museum of Newari art and architecture. Here, timeless wood carvings, gilded gates, and
ancient stone monoliths line the brick-paved plazas. For instance, you will explore the famous
55-Window Palace, towering pagoda shrines, and centuries-old artisan workshops where local
potters still practice their craft today.

Key Highlights of the Itinerary

Nagarkot Viewpoint: First, witness a breathtaking morning sunrise across eight distinct
Himalayan mountain ranges.
55-Window Palace: Next, admire the intricate timber carving and medieval brickwork of
this ancient royal residence.
The Golden Gate: Then, study one of Nepal’s finest specimens of repoussé metalwork
at the palace entry.
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Nyatapola Temple: Finally, visit the valley’s tallest five-tiered pagoda, built with
extraordinary structural precision.

Trip Summary & Booking Details

Tour Focus: Himalayan sunrise viewpoints, UNESCO heritage sites, and Newari
cultural immersion.
Ideal For: Travelers seeking a balanced mix of mountain landscapes and deep historical
exploration in a single day.

Reach out to us now to get the best deals for your travel dates! For instant answers,
WhatsApp us anytime at +9779851048567.

Itinerary

  

  Day 1: Nagarkot and Bhaktapur Durbar Square UNESCO Tour  

Experience a magnificent blend of Himalayan mountain panoramas and medieval Newari
heritage on this full-day excursion from Kathmandu to the hill station of Nagarkot and the
historic city of Bhaktapur.

Your journey begins before dawn with a 4:30 AM hotel pickup in Kathmandu for a private drive
about 36 kilometers east to Nagarkot. Perched at an elevation of 2,175 meters, Nagarkot is
celebrated as one of the region’s finest vantage points. From the hilltop observation tower, you
can witness a breathtaking sunrise illuminate multiple major Himalayan ranges—including
Annapurna, Manaslu, Langtang, Rolwaling, and Mahalangur (Everest)—alongside sweeping
views of the Kathmandu Valley and Shivapuri National Park.

After soaking in the mountain views and enjoying breakfast, you will head down to explore the
timeless streets of Bhaktapur. Step back in time within Bhaktapur Durbar Square, a masterpiece
of ancient Nepalese art, architecture, and pagoda-style temples. Wander through historic
courtyards to discover cultural showpieces such as the 55-Window Palace, the intricate Golden
Gate, the National Art Gallery, the towering Nyatapola Temple, and the vibrant Pottery Square.

Detailed Timetable

4:30 AM: Early morning hotel pickup in Kathmandu and private drive to Nagarkot.

Sunrise: Arrive at the ridge to view the sunrise over the high Himalayas.

Morning: Enjoy breakfast with panoramic valley views, followed by a scenic transfer
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down to Bhaktapur.

Late Morning & Afternoon: Explore the temples, palaces, and wood-carved
monuments of Bhaktapur Durbar Square.

Evening: Return transfer back to your hotel in Kathmandu.

Inclusions

Tourist Transportation: Comfortable pick-up, drop-off, and all ground transfers via
private vehicle as per the itinerary.

Cultural Experience: Guided visit to a traditional Thangka Art Painting School to
observe master artisans at work.

Professional Guidance: An expert, government-certified English-speaking tour guide.

Group Assistance: An additional assistant guide provided for groups exceeding 20
participants.

Exclusions

Meals & Drinks: Breakfast, lunch, dinner, bottled water, and any personal refreshments
throughout the day.

Monument Entry Fees: Entrance tickets for Bhaktapur Durbar Square UNESCO World
Heritage Site (15 USD or 1,800 NPR per person).

Gratuities: Tips and appreciation given to your tour guide and private vehicle driver.

Personal Expenses: Souvenir shopping, personal photography permits, and any extra
incidentals not explicitly mentioned in the package inclusions.
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